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THE G U L F  CRISIS 
er to agree on broad principles 
their application. This is so 
! principles are usually clear and 
 her re as specific situations tend to 
! complex. This is why we 
es get lost in the complications 
fear of being called naive, we 
losing our way, forgetting our 
!S and iustifying the unjustifiable. 
~omplications of each situation should in fact 
, turn toward the light of our principles rather 
ay from them. The difficulties might be cause 
ifications as we go, but they can never justify a 
of direction. 
fusion, which so often responds to particular 
i, can also be seen in the case of the conflict in 
ian Gulf. In view of the admittedly complex 
1, it is important to stress certain simple but 
mtal ideas which should not be forgotten if we 
to cause greater ills than those we wish to 
y conflict, right and wrong are shared. No-one 
:ompletely in the right or completely to blame. 
inction between the two is unclear. If everyone 
s his innocence and the other's guilt and 
i his own share of guilt and the other's share of 
ce, the confusion is perpetuated and we can 
>pe to find a valid solution. It is important that 
e for sincerity, objectivity and clarity and accept 
are not entirely in the right, nor is the other 
in the wrong. Only then will we be in a position 
smn what is condemnable and suggest 
s. But not before. 
can fail to realise that the West's defence of 
~ c y  and of the rights of individuals and peoples 
i far more disputable economic and strategic 
,. Everyone is aware that, rather than 
ion for the violation of international law, 
.he outraged condemnations and reactions 
lrak is intransigence before the rebellion of an 
~ d e r  that could set a dangerous precedent. 
ierefore condemn -emphatically- the invasion 
it, the absence of freedom, the repression, the 
e of the Kurds and al1 violations of human 
r the government of Sadam Hussein; but let us 
ognize that the root of the problem lies in the 
of the economic relations between the 
industrialized countries and the underdeveloped 
countries, based on the domination and pillage that the 
former want to maintain and the latter want to eliminate. 
If we look at the issue in these terms, we have to agree 
that the West's right to use military force is  
questionable to say the least. 
2) War achieves nothing and merely makes matters 
worse. 
They say that war is unavoidable. The fact is that the 
only thing that is unavoidable is agreement. Regardless 
of whether or not there is a war, it will eventually be 
necessary to reach agreement on the whole question of 
oil and the Middle East. A war could impose a solution, 
but an imposed solution is no more than a temporary 
postponement of the conflict until the loser recovers. 
The only real solution is a freely drawn-up agreement 
based on mutual respect and co-operation. And this 
global and definitive agreement would be seriously 
endangered by a war that would do no more than 
widen and deepen the gap that already exists between 
the Arab world and the West. 
So even if a military intervention by the West were 
wholly iustifiable, the war would solve nothing. 
31 Peace is a priority. No end iustifies the predicted 
death and suffering of hundreds of thousands of 
people. Anyone who disagrees should be asked if they 
would be prepared to give their own life in payment. 
This is the basic and fundamental principle, and we 
should not lose sight of it. 
Even if we were wholly in the right and a military 
intervention were fully justified, even if war could 
provide the ideal solution, it would be unacceptable as 
a means to an end. This third statement should be quite 
sufficient. 
Meanwhile, we are left with one way out: it seems that 
this last idea is gaining ground amongst the general 
public al1 the time. Over the months, there has been 
growing awareness of the urgent need to find other 
ways of solving conflicts. One possibility could be the 
UNO, which is playing an increasingly important role. 
This possibility still needs to be strengthened and 
considerably improved, but for many decent men and 
women it provides a glimpse of a possibly not too 
far-off future in which war will be relegated to the 
history books. Perhaps accidentally and without our 
realising it, this conflict has brought us closer to this 
aim. C 
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